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The chief political event of Anna Ivanovna's reign was the war
with Turkey and the Crimea (1735-1739) for possession of the Black
Sea coast. Russia acted in league with Austria, who suffered one defeat
after another. The Bussian army invaded the Crimea and later
captured the strong Turkish fortress of Ochakov, which barred the
outlet to the sea from the Dnieper. Continuing the offensive toward the
Pruth, the Russian troops defeated the Turks at the village of Stavu-
chany (near the town of Khotin). Under the peace treaty concluded
in 1739 at Belgrade Russia received territory on both banks of the
Dnieper but no outlet to the sea. This war, the aim of which had been
to reject the Turkish yoke on the Black Sea coast, entailed large expend,
itures and extremely heavy losses in man power. These expenditures
were an additional heavy burden on the disorganized national economy.

11. ELIZABETH PETROVNA (1741-1761)

Movement of Russian Nobles Against German Control, Anna
Ivanovna, who died childless, appointed as heir Ivan VI, the infant
son of her niece Anna Leopoldovna, who was married to a German duke
(Anton of Brunswick). In 1740, after the death of Anna Ivanovna,
the three-months-old infant wa.s declared emperor, with Biren
as regent. The rise of Biren fy> such eminence evoked great discon-
tent even among the court aristocrats who were close to him, and
a conspiracy was formed against him. Field Marshal Munnich
marched into the palace with a group of guardsmen and arrested
Biren.

Anna Leopoldovna, the mother of the infant emperor, was pro-
claimed regent.

Her rule, however, lasted only about a year. While a struggle for
power was in progress among the small faction of Germans who had
fallen foul of each other after the death of Anna Ivanovna, a movement
in defence of Russian honour and dignity was growing among the
officers and soldiers of the guards. The guards favoured Elizabeth
Petrovna, a daughter of Peter I. The conspiracy had the support of
the French ambassador in St. Petersburg, France being anxious to see
an end to German influence in Russia.

On the night of November 25, 1741, Elizabeth unexpectedly came
to the palace with her adherents and a company of guards from the
Preobrazhensky Regiment. The guardsmen arrested Anna Leopol-
dovna and her family. The enraged soldiers assaulted the notables,
among them Field Marshal Miinnich, when arresting them. Elizabeth
was proclaimed empress. The guards openly demanded that the new
empress rid them of "the German yoke/' The infant emperor, Ivan VI,
was imprisoned in the Schlusselburg Fortress, where he was subse-
quently put to. death during the reign of Catherine II.